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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain readily and in high yield the title compound to be used as an intermediate for angiotensin 
transferase inhibitor, etc., by heating 3- phenylpropionaldehyde cyanhydrin as raw material in the presence of cone. 
HCI to effect hydrolysis. 

CONSTITUTION: 3-phenylpropionaldehyde cyanhydrin as raw material is hydrolyzed in the presence of >35% HCI 
(pref. cone. HCI) at 40-90° C to obtain the objective 2-hydroxy-4-phenylbutyric acid. It is preferable that an oily 
matter formed as by-product during the hydrolysis be treated with hydrochloric acid. Or it is preferable that said 
oily matter be recycled to the hydrolysis process for the 3-phenylpropiona!dehyde cyanhydrin. With the present 
method, the objective compound can be produced in a simple operation in high yield. 
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